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PRESS RELEASE - JACKSON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AWARDED PRESTIGIOUS 

NATIONAL CHAMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

JACKSON, MICH. – The Jackson County Chamber of Commerce has been named the 2026 Category 
Two Chamber of the Year, presented by the Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives (ACCE). 
ACCE is an association based in Alexandria, VA., with over 1,600 chambers of commerce and related 
business and economic development organizations as members, representing more than 9,000 
professionals in the industry. 

The award, sponsored by GrowthZone, is the most prestigious and competitive award in the chamber 
industry, recognizing excellence in operations, member service and community leadership. Those 
honored with the Chamber of the Year designation have demonstrated organizational strength and 
impacted key community priorities, such as education, transportation, economic prosperity and 
quality of life. 

Chamber of the Year winners were announced on Tuesday, July 21, during the Awards Show at ACCE’s 
Annual Convention in New Orleans, LA. 

The Jackson Chamber is turning long-term vision into coordinated action through Drive Jackson, a 
strategic plan focused on quality of place, education, housing, economic vitality, public safety and 
community well-being. The award was based on the efforts of leadership of this project in Jackson 
County, which will impact development for the next 20 years. 

“Chambers of Commerce have provided catalytic and unifying leadership for centuries around the 
world.  To be recognized as the 2026 National Chamber of the Year is an incredible honor,” said Ryan 
Tarrant, President and CEO, Jackson Chamber. “But this is not only an award recognizing the Jackson 
County Chamber of Commerce team, it is shared by the work happening across Jackson County to 
implement Drive Jackson, the 20-year strategic vision that has already created more than $52 million 
in estimated economic impact over the next three years.  We are thankful for the vision of our Board of 
Directors and the engagement in our community that allowed us to showcase all that Jackson County 
has to offer and are excited to continue building economic momentum in Jackson County.” 

To learn more about membership with the Jackson Chamber, visit www.JacksonChamber.org. 
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About the Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives  

Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives (ACCE) is the professional society supporting the 
women and men who lead local, regional, statewide and international chambers of commerce and 
related business and economic development organizations. Our membership includes more than 
1,600 business/civic organizations worldwide. We provide our members with information resources, 
thought leadership, education programs, original research, benchmarking, retirement security, and 
access to a network of peers.  

About the award sponsor GrowthZone   

At GrowthZone, Your Mission is Our Mission. As a leading provider of association and chamber 
management software, we do more than deliver technology - we serve as your trusted technology 
partner and an extension of your staff. Our team works alongside you to simplify operations, 
strengthen engagement, and help your organization deliver exceptional value to the members and 
communities you serve.  

Trusted by thousands of organizations, including many of the most influential associations and 
chambers in the industry, GrowthZone is the partner of choice for organizations seeking mission-
aligned solutions, exceptional value, and measurable results. Discover more at growthzone.com.  

About the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce 

The Jackson County Chamber of Commerce’s mission is to create a vibrant, inclusive community, 
through meaningful partnerships, intentional connections, and engagement, the leading driver and 
advocate for dynamic business and economic development in Jackson County.  
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